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Please amend the claims to read: 

lj. (currently amended) In a database system wherein a group 
of users have access to create and edit a plurality of 
documents stored in the database, a system for periodically 
clearing the database of stored document replication 
conflicts comprising: 

yegHB $QX designating one of at least one stored pairs 
ffiC replication conflicting documen t s as the main document 
aftfl tfte Other of said Pair as the secondary d ocumqht: 

means for storing all documents involved in each of 
s&id at least one a plurality of said pairs of replication 
conflicts conflicting documents : 

means for defining a prioritized sequence of predeter- 
mined attribute values to be applied to distinguish between 
the stored documents in each of said replication conflicts 
conflicting : document.^ ? and 

Aeans for periodically applying said sequence of prede- 
termined attribute values to said plurality of replication 
conflioto conflicting docnimnnr.w to resolve each conflict by 
eliminating all but one of the documents in said conflict 
for insufficient value of a predetermined attribute. 

2. (original) The database system of claim 1 wherein said 
means for -periodically applying said sequence of attribute 
vkluei include means automatically applying said sequence at 
predetermined regular time intervals. 

3 T (original) The database system of claim 2 wherein at 
least some of said stored replication conflicts involve 
pairs; of conflicting documents; and said conflicts are 
resolved when one of any pair of conflicting documents has : 
ah insufficient value of one of said applied sequence of 
attributes. 
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1 5> (currently amended) The database system of claim 4 2 

2 wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to be 

3 applied is that only one of said pair of conflicting 

4 documents has been modified after one of said pair has been 

5 designated as the main document to thereby eliminate said 

6 unmodified document of said pair. 

1 6.. (currently amended) The database system of claim 3 

2 wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to be 

3 applied is that only one of said pair of conflicting 

4 documents has associated entered comments to thereby 

5 eliminate the document of said pair without associated 
.6 comments. 

1 7*. (currently amended) The database system of claim 3 

2 wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to be 

3 applied is that only one of said pair of conflicting 

4 documents has an associated date to thereby eliminate the 

5 document of said pair without an associated date. 
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8,. (currently amended) In a method of creating and editing a 
plurality of documents by a group of users having access to 
sjaid documents stored in a database, a method for 
periodically clearing the database of stored document 
replication conflicts comprising: 

designating one of each of said stored pairs of 
replication conflicting documents as the main document and 
the other of said pair as the secondary document: 

*ojp storing all documents involved in each of a 
plurality of said pairs of replication conflicts conflicting 
documents ; 

defining a prioritized sequence of predetermined 
attribute values to be applied to distinguish between the 
stored documents in each of said replication conflicts 
cJonfllcting documents: and 

periodically applying said sequence of predetermined 
attribute values to said plurality of replication c i onflloto 
conflicting doc uments to resolve each conflict by 
eliminating all but one of the documents in said conflict 
for insufficient value of a predetermined attribute. 

9:. (original) The method of claim 8 wherein said steps of 
periodically applying said sequence of attribute values 
automatically applying said sequence at predetermined 
regular time intervals. 

10. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein at least some 
of said stored replication conflicts involve pairs of 
conflicting documents? and said conflicts are resolved when 
erne of any pair of conflicting documents has an insufficient 
value;, of one of said applied sequence of attributed. 
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1 11. (Cancelled) 

1 12. (currently amended) The method of claim 1Q wherein 

2 one of said sequence of attribute values to be applied is 

3 that only one of said pair of conflicting documents has been 

4 modified after one of said pair has been designated as the . 

5 main document to thereby eliminate said unmodified document 

6 o;f said pair- 

1 13. (currently amended) The method of claim 10 wherein one 

2 of saj.d sequence of attribute values to be applied is that 
.3 associated comments have been entered for only one of said 

4 pair of conf licking documents to thereby eliminate the 

5 document of said pair for without associated entered 

6 comments, 

1 14, (Currently amended) The method of claim 10 wherein one 

2 of said sequence of attribute values to be applied is that 

3 ohly one of said pair of conflicting documents has an 

4 associated date to thereby eliminate the document of said 

5 pair without an associated date. 
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1 15. (currently amended) A computer program having code 

2 recorded on a computer readable medium for periodically 

3 clearing stored document replication conflicts in a database 

4 system wherein a group of users have access to create and 

5 edit a plurality of documents stored in said database, said 

6 program comprising: 

7 fteans tQX designat ing one of at least SQfl flfrQffSfl PflArS 

8 6X replication conflicting documents as the main document 

9 and the other of said pai r as the s econdary documents 

10 means for storing all documents involved in each of 

11 said at least one e -plurality of said pairs &£ replication 

12 conflliOto conflicting documents : 

13 Aeans for defining a prioritized sequence of predeter- 

14 mined, attribute values to be applied to distinguish between 

15 the stored documents in each of said replication oonf lioto 

16 conflic ting documents : and 

17 , means for periodically applying said sequence ;of prede- 

18 termihed attribute values to said plurality of replication 

19 oonfUcto cpnf lie tina documents to resolve each conflict by 

20 eliminating : all but one of the documents in said conflict 

21 for insufficient value of a predetermined attribute 

1 16. (original) The computer program of claim 15 wherein said 

2 mpans for periodically applying said sequence of attribute 

3 valuer include means automatically applying said sequence 3t 

4 predetermined regular time intervals. 

1 17, (original) The computer program of claim 16 whdrein at 

2 least [ some of said stored replication conflicts involve 

3 pairs. of conflicting documents; and said conflicts are 

4 resolved when one of any pair of conflicting documents has 

5 an insufficient value of one of said applied sequence of 

6 attributes. 
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19. (currently amended) The computer program of claim 4r& 12 
wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to* be 
applied is that only one of said pair of documents has been 
modified after one of said pair has been designated as the 
main document to thereby eliminate said unmodified document 
of said pair. 

20. (currently amended) The computer program of claim 17 
wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to be 
applied is that only one of said pair of conflicting 
documents has associated entered comments to thereby 
eliminate the document of said pair without associated 
comments . 

21. (currently amended) The computer program of claim 17 
wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to be 
applied is that only one of said pair of conflicting 
dpcuments has an associated date to thereby eliminate the 
document of said pair without an associated date. 



'AGE 10/12 * RCVD AT 10121/2004 3:48:52 PM [Eastern Daylight TlmeJ * SVRiUSPTO-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:512 473 8803 ' DURATION (mm-ss):06-44 



